Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health
ailments.

e Renee Cumberland (cancer)

e Ora Barrett

o Scott Williams

o Irvin Skinner (India)

Communion
Preparation

2025 preparation list is in foyer

Birthday / Anniversary

Mark Potts - 6th

Larry Montgomery - 13th
Robbi Cooper - 20th
Kylie Joiner - 23rd

Men to Serve
Announcements - Dwight Callens

Scripture Reading - Galatians 5:22 -
23

Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell
Head of Lord’s Table - Shay Cooper
Assist on Lord’s Table - Mark Potts

Scripture Reading - Matthew 27:27 -
35

Closing Prayer - James Johnson

HE ALONE IS MY REFUGE, MY
PLACE OF SAFETY; HE IS MY
GOD, AND | TRUST HIM

PSALMS 91:2

03/09 /2025

WELCOME

We are a body of believers whose soul
intention is to glorify and serve the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of
His church. Our desire is to reflect
that of our God--that all be saved.
Anyone who is willing to humble
himself before the mighty hand of
God can be saved.

SUNDAY
WEDNESDAY
Psalms Bible Class //
9:30 am 2 Thessalonians Class //
Worship Service // 7:00 pm
10:30 am

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301
PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com
Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

What Determines Right?
By Bill Crews

NOT REASON: “For seeing that in the
wisdom of God the world through its
wisdom knew not God, it was God’s
good pleasure through the foolishness
of preaching (message preached) to
save them that believe.” (1 Corinthians
1:21). “For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways, and my thoughts than
your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:9).
NOT CONSCIENCE: “Brethren, I have
lived before God in all good conscience
until this day.” (Acts 23:1). (This said
by Paul, even though he had
persecuted Christians).
NOT CUSTOM NOR TRADITION:
“Why do ye also transgress the
commandment of God because of your
tradition?” (Matthew 15:3). “Take heed
lest there shall be any one that maketh
spoil of you through his philosophy and
vain deceit, after the rudiments of the
world, and not after Christ.”
(Colossians 2:8).
NOT “AUTHORITIES”: “And now,
brethren, I know that in ignorance ye
did it, as did also your RULERS”. (Acts
3:17).
NOT THE MAJORITY OR THE
MASSES: “Enter ye in by the narrow
gate; for wide is the gate, and broad is
the way, that leadeth to destruction,
and many are they that enter in
thereby.” (Matthew 7:13).
BUT RATHER THE WORD OF GOD:
It is reasonable, will make the
conscience good, is God’s “tradition”,
authoritative and intended for all.

Sin Craves Approval
By Jeff Himmel
In a short video highlighting the
dangers of drug abuse, a boy says to his
friend, “T feel bad about smoking pot.

But I'll feel less bad if you do it with
me.”

That line embodies an important
source of peer pressure: we think we’ll
feel better about doing wrong if
someone else is doing it, too. Peer
pressure is often applied by a person
who is wrestling with his own
conscience. The classmate pushing you
to try drugs (including alcohol and
tobacco), the co-worker trying to get
you to lie or steal, the friend trying to
pressure you into sexual immorality —
that person may just be trying to make
himself feel better. He doesn’t want to
be the only one guilty of bad choices.
The more people he can persuade to
make the same mistake, the less
uncertainty and regret he will feel
about his own (at least, so he hopes).
As Philip Johnson wrote, “When our
consciences accuse us and we are
unwilling to repent, all we can do is to
smother our knowledge with
rationalizations and recruit others to
vice... Just as misery loves company,
sin craves social approval” (Objections
Sustained 180).

“My son, if sinners entice you, do not
consent. If they say, ‘Come with us...,
My son, do not walk in the way with
them” (Proverbs 1:10-15). God warns
me not to let others pressure me into
sin. Besides keeping myself out of
danger, there’s another value in it: I
just might make someone else re-think
his own choice. Sin craves approval. By
refusing to give it, I can take away
someone’s excuse and force him to
confront his own conscience. Maybe I'll
even earn his respect. And, hopefully,
I'll get a chance to talk to him about a
better way.

“Do not participate in the unfruitful
deeds of darkness, but instead even
expose them” (Ephesians 5:11).



